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Selection and Retention of Files in Big Data Collections: The Example of
the Pergamon Excavation of the DAI Istanbul

Felix F. Schifer, Deutsches Archiologisches Institut (DAI/).
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1. Background to Research and Documentation at Porgamnn

Pergamon, &5 the captal of the has been one cities In the Hellenstic Greek world, During the
Roman Empire It was 8 prosperous cly with an essmated pewlu\lm of about 200,000 inhabitants. It is located in the northwest of rm;y inthe
ancient region of Mysia, about 25km from the sea. Having its the top of a 330m

downward o the lainof e iver Kakos fom the 3r cantury BG orwards, Today, the mocer ity of Bergama a he foot o he il vertes grat
pasts of the Roman cy.

The first modem excavations of the impressive and widespread ruins fock place in the 1870s and began with the spmawar decovery of e Grest.
A wiich gar Beriin. Since then
projects of the German Archaeological ot (mn and its depantmentin

Istandull”

Wih the last change of the diector of the excavations, Prof. Fel Pirson, in 2005 the aigital era began at Pergamon. Under his guidance, for the first

time at his sie IT-related d methods, as and analysis, have been estabiished

rocordng Vanches, de, eurveys brshes, ahilechrsl shxdes, . s boan develcped:iama udlos bt dat managenmer, e raming
formats. 3 server for centraised data storage and backup routines has been setup.

totaled ¢ 2 teradytes, distibuted over ¢.150,000 single
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ides to Good Practice

Archaeology Data Service,
University of York

New ARIADNE Guides on:

— Dendrochronological data [DANS

— 3D Datasets [DAI]

— Reflectance Transformation
Imaging (RTI) [ADS]

— Thermoluminescence [ATHENA]

Case studies

*  The dendrochronology of the Early-
Medieval Emporium Dorestad

* Selection and Retention of files in big
data collections: the example of the
Pergamon excavation



Impacts and recognition

Impact

The ARIADNE Guides to Good Practice provide essential
advice about file formats and metadata for those working
with some unusual archaeological data types

“The experience of visiting ADS for two weeks and
working through the documentation and archiving of
the Pergamon dataset was invaluable in helping us set
up IANUS, the German national digital repository for
archaeology” — Felix Schafer, DAI, Berlin.

Also we...

— Contributed >1.5m ADS resources to the ARIADNE portal

— Developed a freely available Named Entity Recognition service
— Organised 8 international TNA training sessions

— Provided quality control for >40 Deliverables




