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Introduc<on	  to	  the	  ADS	  
	  

The	  Archaeology	  Data	  Service	  
•  Set	  up	  in	  1996	  
•  Based	  at	  the	  University	  of	  York,	  UK	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Mission	  
SupporKng	  research,	  learning	  and	  
teaching	  with	  free,	  high	  quality	  and	  
dependable	  digital	  resources	  
•  Digital	  preservaKon	  	  
•  Free	  access	  to	  data	  via	  the	  Internet	  
•  Guidance	  and	  support	  for	  data	  creators	  
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Why	  is	  it	  so	  important	  to	  preserve	  
archaeological	  data?	  
•  Archaeology	  is	  destrucKve!	  
•  The	  documentaKon	  archaeologists	  

create	  becomes	  the	  main	  resource	  for	  
future	  interpretaKon	  

•  Archaeological	  resources	  are	  unique	  
•  When	  data	  is	  digital,	  it	  is	  subject	  to	  

rapid	  change	  to	  both	  soWware	  and	  
hardware	  formats	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

Preserva<on	  
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Preserva<on	  
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How	  do	  you	  know	  you	  can	  trust	  the	  way	  we	  preserve	  our	  data?	  
•  We	  hold	  a	  Data	  Seal	  of	  Approval	  	  
•  We	  follow	  the	  Open	  Archival	  InformaKon	  System	  (OAIS)	  reference	  model	  

Preserva<on	  
	  

Datasealofapproval.org	  
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Dissemina<on	  
	  

How	  do	  we	  
disseminate	  our	  
data?	  
All	  of	  our	  holdings	  are	  
freely	  available	  through	  
a	  tradiKonal	  Web	  
interface	  and	  some	  as	  
Linked	  Open	  Data	  
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Archsearch	  
•  Basic:	  Keywords	  
•  Browser:	  What,	  

Where,	  When,	  Which	  
Resource	  

•  Map:	  Bounding	  Box	  
•  Advanced:	  

Specialised	  Terms	  
•  External:	  

Experimental	  Portals	  
for	  searching	  across	  
European	  and	  UK/US	  
datasets	  

	  

How	  do	  you	  search?	  
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Archsearch	  
Holds	  over	  a	  
million	  records,	  
and	  allows	  
searching	  across	  
our	  archives	  
alongside	  records	  
held	  at	  the	  local	  
and	  naKonal	  level	  

What	  do	  we	  hold?	  
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What	  do	  we	  hold?	  
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External	  
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Archives	  
• 18	  Journals	  and	  Series	  
• 20,000+	  Grey	  Literature	  reports	  
• 400+	  Project	  Archives	  
• Six	  specialist	  Bibliographies	  
• 19	  Doctoral	  Theses	  

Specialised	  Websites	  
• England’s	  Rock	  Art	  
• Image	  Bank	  

What	  do	  we	  hold?	  
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Journals	  and	  Series	  
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Grey	  Literature	  
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Grey	  Literature	  
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Project	  Archives	  
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Project	  Archives	  
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Project	  Archives	  
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Bibliographies	  
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Theses	  
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Websites	  
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Websites	  
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Who	  is	  using	  the	  ADS?	  
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What	  is	  our	  data	  used	  for?	  
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Linked	  Open	  Data	  
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Further	  Informa<on	  
	  hOp://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk	  

Follow	  us	  on	  Twi7er:	  
@ADS_Update	  

Friend	  us	  on	  Facebook:	  
hOp://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service	  

holly.wright@york.ac.uk	  
 
 
 


